
 

 

 

 

 

Dear all, 

 

 

let’s be clear: this is a key moment. 

The response that the European Union will or will not be able to give to the coronavirus emergency 

will be decisive not only for its future, but for its very existence. 

This crisis, the worst that the world has faced since the end of World War II, is pointing out all the 

limitations of the current European system and is letting waver the values and the ideas on which 

the Union itself is based. 

Solidarity is blocked at borders, along with air masks and ventilators for Member States; the borders 

are closed and the Schengen Convention is suspended; the ECB found effective but very late 

solutions; the recent faux pas by Christine Lagarde about the Italian situation; States continue to 

seek national solutions to a problem that does not care about borders and borders. This should open 

our eyes to the guilty lack of courage and political function, reflected in the dangerous stalemate of 

the European Council meeting on Thursday. 

The European Union is absent just when it is most needed. 

This is the right time for an extraordinary effort, for courageous responses and solutions. 

This is what today we ask for, as a generation, as citizens, as European people, to those who hold 

the highest institutional positions. 

The survival of the European dream is at stake now so when, if not now? 

We need a common strategy to prevent a crisis that would not only be a market crisis like in the 

past, but a crisis in the real economy that would affect our entire continent and involve millions of 

people. It is clear that such a scenario cannot be faced using tools designed for a past world. We 

can’t continue to think about Enhanced Conditions Credit Lines (ECCL) as provided for in the ESM 

Treaty. Such instruments would help our economies today, and then put them in knees tomorrow, 

when we would face the natural increase in national public debt that would result. 

An exceptional situation must be matched by exceptional instruments, and Europe cannot be 

hesitant. 

The issue of public debt at supranational level, whatever it may be called, capable of sustaining and 

reviving the entire continental economy, would be a first concrete sign that the solidarity on which 

the European Union is based is not just a pipe dream, and would be the beginning of a Community 

policy on taxation and economics. A first step, not enough, not the decisive one, but an important 

first step. 



 

Resources must be raised on the market, on the same basis and for the benefit of all Member States, 

thereby ensuring the stable and long-term financing of policies to protect the social and productive 

fabric hit by this crisis, a final blow after decades of austerity. 

We need a change of pace, and we need it now or the consequences may be irretrievable. 

Economically, socially and politically speaking. 

The world has always changed after a great crisis. This is the crossroads at which Europe is forced: 

either it becomes a political, social and solidarity union or it will cease to exist. 

We will need to rethink a lot. We will have to change the page, going beyond national selfishness. 

We must forget a union made up only of bonds and treaties and then lay the foundations for a 

democratic union, capable of establishing common rules in foreign, labour, monetary and fiscal 

policy, capable of building, today more than ever, a solidarity and universalist welfare. 

We still have time; we still have the opportunity not to break the dream of our founding fathers. 

Europe can still lead 27 countries and millions of European citizens out of this tragedy and therefore 

be reborn on the values of Democracy, brotherhood and social justice or it can choose to stay tied to 

its immobility, and risk sinking. This time for good. 
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